
Every year since 2009, the Universal Biotech Innovation Prize rewards the most 
innovative projects in the healthcare sector developed either by academic research 
groups or young startups (< 8 years old). This year, 284 projects have participated in our 
international competition and the selection process has now begun.

> Press release - june 2018

THE CALL FOR PROJECTS IS NOW CLOSED
INNOVATION PRIZE 2018

SELECTION CRITERIA 
The projects are assessed by the jury 
members according to the following 
criteria:

 Scientific quality of the innovation
 Strength of the intellectual property
 Project team expertise and diversity
 Project feasibility
 Chances of success on the market

JURY 2018
The jury consists in a panel of international experts working both in the 
pharmaceutical and academic field:

FACT & FIGURES

1400+
projects assessed

60%
of �nalists have 
signed a partnership 
or raised funds after 
the Innovation Prize

10
major partnerships 
with pharmaceutical 
c o m p a n i e s

$ 1 8 0 M
e a r n e d  by  
f u n d r a i s i n g

Generating over

   $320M
of deal-values

8

CONTACT : 

Aurélia RINGARD - +33 (0) 1 41 12 27 71 - aurelia.ringard@universalmedica.com 

Olivia MIOSSEC - +33 (0) 1 41 12 27 87 - olivia.miossec@universalmedica.com

For more information: www.universal-biotech-prize.com - Follow us
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US12

UK 7

France30
Spain16

Brazil1

South Africa1

Canada7

Israel7

Russian Federation4

India4

Germany4

Switzerland7
Belgium1 Netherlands5

Denmark4Finland1

Norway1

Sweden1

Turkey1

Austria2

Italy3

21 PARTICIPATING 
COUNTRIES

PROJECT STATUS

284 CANDIDATES IN 2018

TYPE OF PROJECT

SELECTION
PROCESS
A 3-step selection 
process will take 
place from May to 
September

2009 2010 2011 2012 2013 2014 2015 2016 2017 2018

SME

Academic Lab

                
 A growing appeal

3
winners

284 candidates

119 eligible projects

106 pre-selected
projects

10
finalists

October

June

July

February

5%

10%

15%

20%

25%

30%

35%

40%

Discovery Preclinical PremarketDevelopment

Medical device

Biotechnology

NICT health

42%

38%

20%
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